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1. Canada’s health workforce represents over 10% of workers in Canada and 8% 
of GDP. They are essential to ensure Canada’s recovery. However, nurses 
and health workers are exhausted and carrying an enormous burden due to 
the fight against COVID-19. What will your party do to support health 
workers? 
 

Decades of neglect and cuts to our health care system have contributed to a critical 
shortage of nurses and other frontline health care workers across Canada. Nurses 
are burnt out, struggling to keep up with the demands of the COVID-19 pandemic and 
exhausted by constant attacks on their wages and benefits. 
 
A New Democratic government will create a $250 million Critical Shortages Fund to 
address current shortages of nurses and health care workers across Canada. We will 
ensure that the provinces and territories also commit new funding specifically to 
support health care workers. The federal fund would help train and hire 2,000 nurses 
right away.  
 
We will work with the provinces and territories to accurately identify existing and 
coming gaps in health human resources and develop a strategy to recruit and retain 
the doctors, nurses and other health professionals Canadians need. New Democrats 
will also work with the provinces and territories to implement violence prevention 
strategies to ensure a safe working environment for every nurse in Canada.  

 
2. The acceleration of virtual care is a silver lining of the pandemic. While 

barriers still exist, virtual care should continue to be scaled up after COVID-
19. Virtual care can help the health system save money and can provide 
many benefits to Canadians. What will your party do to ensure that people in 
Canada have greater access to virtual care? 

 
New Democrats believe we must retain and expand upon opportunities to provide 
virtual health care services through our public system in the post-pandemic 
environment – both to improve delivery and widen the availability of services in rural 
and remote communities. A New Democratic government will work with the 
provinces and territories to develop public infrastructure for secure, accessible 
virtual health care. 
 
We are also committed to declaring high-speed internet an essential service and 
making sure that every Canadian has access to affordable, reliable high-speed 
broadband within four years.  
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3. The COVID-19 pandemic has unmasked and exacerbated many long-
standing, wide-spread health system gaps for older adults in Canada.  
Canadians are concerned about the tragic effects of the pandemic in the 
long-term care sector, which saw the worst outcomes globally. Additionally, 
aging will increase health-care system costs significantly over the next 
decades. What will your party do to meet the needs of Canada’s older adults 
and fix the problems in the long-term care sector? 

 
Our parents and grandparents built this country. As they age, they deserve to live in 
comfort, safety, and dignity. And yet, the COVID-19 pandemic has exposed a 
fragmented and under-resourced system for seniors’ care across Canada 
that’s heavily reliant on for-profit delivery.  
 
The COVID-19 catastrophe in Canada’s long-term care homes must lead to 
transformative change. For-profit facilities have seen more severe outbreaks and 
more resident deaths than non-profit and public homes. Even before this crisis hit, 
for-profit facilities consistently saw lower staffing levels, more verified complaints, 
more transfers to hospitals and higher rates for both ulcers and morbidity. 
 
A New Democratic government will put an end for-profit long-term care in Canada 
and bring long-term care homes under the public umbrella – beginning with the 
federally-owned Revera Inc. We will work collaboratively with patients, caregivers, 
and provincial and territorial governments to develop national standards for home 
care and long-term care, regulated by the same principles as the Canada Health Act. 
This process will be backed by significant new federal funding. 
 
To improve working conditions, a New Democratic government will bring the 
provinces and territories together to develop a continuing care workforce strategy 
that boosts the wages of frontline workers to reflect the value of their work and their 
role in providing an essential health service. This will include strengthening workers’ 
benefits, ensuring adequate paid sick days, and eliminating precarious work in favor 
of full time, permanent jobs for workers who want them. We will also collaborate 
with the provinces and territories to implement and support violence prevention 
strategies in the continuing care sector.  

 
4. Recent tragic events have highlighted how Black, Indigenous, and people of 

colour have been subjected to racism that has plagued Canada since its 
inception. These decades-old issues continue to exert devastating impacts 
to racialized populations. What will your party do to fight racism and 
discrimination in Canada’s health system and beyond? 
 

New Democrats will never stand by and allow racism to flourish in our health care 
system and in our communities. Pretty words aren’t enough. We will act with 
unwavering resolve to confront hatred, white supremacy, and systemic 
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discrimination wherever they exist in our society. We will work to dismantle 
colonialism in Canada once and for all.  
 
We must not forget that racialized communities and Indigenous peoples have paid a 
far higher price throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. Jobs in essential industries that 
rely on workers from racialized communities couldn’t be done from home, often 
didn’t come with paid sick leave, and resulted in more exposure to the virus. 
Vaccines were slow to arrive in neighbourhoods where racialized people live. A lack 
of access to health care in these communities resulted in higher rates of infection 
and worse outcomes. Crowded housing conditions made it difficult to isolate people 
who were infected, leading to wider transmission of COVID-19.  
 
A New Democratic government will take bold action to tackle the vicious inequalities 
that led to these tragic outcomes. We will work in partnership with racialized 
communities and Indigenous peoples to dismantle systemic racism across the 
Canadian health care system and ensure access to high-quality and culturally safe 
care for everyone in this country.  
 
 
  


