
 

CNA 2021 Party Platform Questionnaire 
  

1. Canada’s health workforce represents over 10% of workers in Canada and 8% 
of GDP. They are essential to ensure Canada’s recovery. However, nurses and 
health workers are exhausted and carrying an enormous burden due to the 
fight against COVID-19. What will your party do to support health workers? 

  
Our healthcare workers have been the heroes of the pandemic. They have saved thousands 
of lives and worked tirelessly in incredibly difficult circumstances. This has had severe 
effects on the mental health of nurses and health workers, who have been forced to witness 
firsthand the pain and suffering caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
A Conservative government is committed to significantly increase health funding by 
increasing the minimum annual rate of growth of the Canada Health Transfer to six per cent. 
This increase represents an additional $60 billion over the next 10 years for health - the 
largest increase in federal health transfers in a generation. Provinces will be able to invest 
this critical funding in important priorities, including hiring additional health care professionals 
and ensuring the existing workforce has the resources it needs.  
 
Canada’s Conservatives also believe that protecting the mental health of Canadians is 
paramount in our recovery from the pandemic, including the mental well-being of our 
frontline workers, and have made it one of the five pillars of Canada’s Recovery Plan. 
Canada’s Conservatives will introduce the Canada Mental Health Action Plan. A 
Conservative government will work with the provinces to promote investments in mental 
health with the goal of ensuring an additional million Canadians can receive mental health 
treatment every year. We will also encourage employers - including employers of health 
professionals like nurses - to add mental health coverage to their employee benefit plans by 
offering a tax credit for 25 per cent of the cost of additional mental health coverage for the 
first three years.  
  
2. The acceleration of virtual care is a silver lining of the pandemic. While barriers 
still exist, virtual care should continue to be scaled up after COVID-19. Virtual care 
can help the health system save money and can provide many benefits to Canadians. 
What will your party do to ensure that people in Canada have greater access to virtual 
care? 
  
The expansion of virtual care has provided a great benefit to many Canadians, especially to 
those who are immunocompromised and would have put themselves at greater risk by 
visiting a healthcare practitioner in person. Canada’s Conservatives will meet with all 
provincial Premiers within the first 100 days of forming government to propose a new health 
agreement with the provinces and territories that boosts the annual growth rate of the 
Canada Health Transfer to at least six per cent. This commitment will inject nearly $60 billion 
into provincial health-care systems over the next 10 years.  
 
This massive increase in funding will provide the provinces with additional funding for 
whatever they identify as their priorities - including virtual care. We believe that the provinces 
know their needs best, which is why we won't attach strings to our transfers. However, we 
know that many provinces are eager to expand virtual care, and our funding boost will help 
them do so.  
 
 
 
 

 



 

  
3.  The COVID-19 pandemic has unmasked and exacerbated many long-standing, wide-

spread health system gaps for older adults in Canada. Canadians are concerned 
about the tragic effects of the pandemic in the long-term care sector, which saw the 
worst outcomes globally. Additionally, aging will increase health-care system costs 
significantly over the next decades. What will your party do to meet the needs of 
Canada’s older adults and fix the problems in the long-term care sector? 

  
The loss of life as a result of COVID-19 in our long-term care homes is a national tragedy. It 
is clear that swift action must be taken to protect our vulnerable seniors. There are several 
ways in which Canada’s Recovery Plan will address this. As Canada’s population ages, the 
demand for long-term care is skyrocketing.   
 
First, our increase in the Canada Health Transfer will give provinces more money to meet 
the health needs of our seniors.  
 
Second, we will provide $3 billion of infrastructure funding over the next three years to 
renovate long-term care homes in all provinces and territories across Canada to improve the 
care that residents receive. We will encourage partnerships with private non-profits that have 
historically provided a significant amount of long-term care. We will also invite the provinces 
to work with us to develop a set of best practices for long-term care homes. Like the National 
Building Code, this will provide guidance for provinces without intruding on their jurisdiction. 
However, we will work with all those provincial governments who want to commit to this 
important project and encourage all provinces to incorporate the results into provincial law. 
In the meantime,  
 
COVID-19 has also made clear that Canada lacks enough personal support workers - those 
who do the hard work every day of caring for seniors living in long-term care homes, 
retirement homes, or their own homes. Canada’s Conservatives will help meet the need for 
personal support workers by providing priority in immigration programs to those who can 
work in long-term care or home care, and promoting these careers through immigration and 
refugee settlement programs. Our doubling of the Canada Workers Benefit will help address 
the shortage of personal care workers by boosting their pay.  
  
Another way that we can help ensure that those who need care get it is to ensure that those 
who wish to stay in their own homes or live with relatives can do so. More and more 
Canadians are looking to stay in their own home as they age or live with their kids. Canada’s 
Conservatives want to help people be able to make this choice. We will amend the Home 
Accessibility Tax Credit by increasing the limit from $10,000 per dwelling to $10,000 per 
person. We will allow seniors or their caregivers, including their children, to claim the Medical 
Expense Tax Credit for home care instead of only allowing them to claim attendant care if 
they live in a group home. We will also introduce the Canada Seniors Care Benefit, paying 
$200 per month per household to any Canadian who is living with and taking care of a 
parent over the age of 70. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
4. Recent tragic events have highlighted how Black, Indigenous, and people of 
colour have been subjected to racism that has plagued Canada since its inception. 
These decades-old issues continue to exert devastating impacts to racialized 
populations. What will your party do to fight racism and discrimination in Canada’s 
health system and beyond? 
  
A Conservative government will work tirelessly to end racial discrimination and confront 
racism against Black Canadians, Indigenous Canadians, and other racialized Canadians.  
 
In light of the tragic discoveries at Kamloops and former residential school sites across the 
country, Canada’s Conservatives redoubled our commitment to truth and reconciliation with 
Canada’s Indigenous peoples and building a better future in partnership with Indigenous 
Canadians. This commitment is at the core of Canada’s Recovery Plan. 
 
While we work together to create a better future, we must also confront our past.  We will 
advance reconciliation and make amends for the devastation caused to children, families 
and communities at residential schools. 
 
We will act immediately to fund the investigations at all former residential schools where 
unmarked graves may exist, and will provide resources for communities to reinter, 
commemorate, and honour anyone discovered through this process. We will also develop 
resources to educate Canadians of all ages on the tragic history of residential schools. 
 
Canada’s Recovery Plan will also address the lasting social impacts that generations of 
discriminatory policies have had on Indigenous Canadians. We will provide $1 billion in new 
funding for Indigenous mental health and addiction programs - the single largest investment 
in Indigenous mental health in Canadian history, and support culturally appropriate programs 
and supports, including those delivered in Indigenous languages. 
 
We will work with willing First Nations to transition away from an Ottawa-knows-best 
approach to service delivery, while moving towards self-governance where First Nations 
themselves can deliver education, health and family services.  
 
A Conservative government will secure the future for Indigenous, Black, and other racialized 
Canadians.  
  

 


